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Those sTandard unsighTly out-
door waste bins, overflowing with gar-
bage and nasty smells, could be a thing 
of the past if Barrie-based EarthBin has 
anything to say about it.

Aesthetically pleasing, durable and 
environmentally friendly, EarthBin 
offers a progressive approach to waste 
management—a completely sealed out-
door litterbin and waste collection point 
in one package that allows for easy depos-
iting of garbage bags, trash, litter and 
recycling. And with a sealed-link design 

that contains unpleasant aromas typi-
cally associated with such containers, 
there are far fewer animals and insects to 
worry about.

Fitting through a concrete pad base, 
the handsome container’s lower portion 
is buried six feet into the ground, where 
the bulk of the waste is concealed in a 
plastic bin. A polyethylene sleeve acts as 
a secondary containment system. Above 
ground, the container measures 80 
inches wide but just 43 inches in height. 
Easy to load, it has two large feed doors 

BeTTer Building

A new way to put 
out the trash
EarthBin introduces aesthetics and 
efficiency to an old problem

Put emotions aside. 

At the end of the day, regardless of how 
proud you are of your design, workmanship 
and overall concept, your building project 
is a business proposal. And it needs to be 
treated as such. If a lender does the math on 
your project and finds it doesn’t add up, best 
to heed the warning. One client came to us 
with plans to build a penthouse unit on an 
existing small condominium building. It 
took three years and multiple appraisals, 
but we finally convinced the developer 
that given his cost to build, there would be 
little to no profit in the project based on a 
realistic value upon completion. Time for 
a reality check.

There will always be an element of spec-
ulation associated with new construction. 
In general, look for areas where the cost of 
entry is low (land is inexpensive), demand 
for end product exists and the supply is lim-
ited.

Foremost Financia l has recent ly 
financed a client in Guelph who sold 10 out 
of 16 units within hours of opening sales. 
The product is a four-storey mixed-use con-
dominium with three floors of residential 
units above the ground floor commercial 
space, and on a main artery. The cost of 
entry is less, the competition is less and the 
demand is high. As part of their proposal, 
they included information to point to posi-
tive economic signs in the area, including 
strong employment rates.

We have also financed some specialty 
projects in Brampton and Ajax that hit all of 
those marks. Not only did the developer’s 
numbers make sense, but the product—a 
branded self-serve gas station/conve-
nience store, coffee shop, stand-alone 
restaurant and car wash combination—is 
well-suited to a growing commercial and 
residential area in both locations.

A lender’s decision on whether or not 
to finance a building proposal is based 
on the merits of the project as well as the 
builder’s track record. In the end, we’re 
both looking for the same thing: to build 
a long-term, profitable partnership—
one with a lot more hits than misses. 

Paul raymenT is a VP at Toronto-based 
Foremost Financial Corporation, a boutique 
first-mortgage lender specializing in infill 
construction financing for residential, com-
mercial or industrial projects.



ohba.ca 70      ontario home builder  winter 2015   

that open upward and are held open by 
sturdy steel struts. The lid is secured with 
automatic-locking feed doors that prevent 
illegal dumping into your bin. Constructed 
of tough and durable polyethylene and 
corrosion-resistant galvanized and stain-
less steel, the bins can be emptied by stan-
dard front-load garbage trucks without the 
driver ever having to get out of the truck. 
The design ensures that all liquid and solid 
waste cleanly dumps into the truck—and 
much more quietly than standard steel con-
tainers—while the lid automatically locks 
back into place once the container is placed 
back on the ground.

Companies already employing the new 
design include Minto Group, Belmont 
Equity, the University of Guelph, the City of 
Toronto, Peel Region, the Waterloo Region, 
Union Gas, Esso, A&W, Harvey’s, Centre-
CORP and VANDYK residential and com-
mercial properties. earth-bin.com

new siding  
measurement 
comes out on top

A partnership between CertainTeed Cor-
poration and EagleView Technologies, 
a premier technology provider of aerial 
imagery, data analytics and GIS solutions, 
is providing CertainTeed-credentialled 
siding contractors access to the latter 
company’s state-of-the-art, 3D wall mea-
surement reports for exterior projects, 
including siding, windows, doors and 
painting. The full colour, high-res pho-
tos and clean, organized presentations 
and diagrams assist in timely informa-
tion-gathering, reduce overall costs and 
increase efficiency and productivity of CALL US TODAY!

ALSO AVAILABLE
IN R9 & R11

INSULATION
VALUE

Introducing Amdry, the only insulated subfloor panel with 
integrated moisture resistant film and raised drainage channels.

AMDRYSUBFLOOR.COM
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